Statement on Community Living: From Wisconsin-TASH, 1990 (rev 2/26/12)
All people with disabilities, without exception, are capable of living in their own homes and going to school or work in their home community when they have the proper support.  Most often that support comes from families, friends, neighbors and other fellow citizens.  Sometimes that support is added through a publicly-funded educational or human services agency.  When others participate in the life of a person in need of long-term support, the following principles should guide that involvement:

Identifying the gifts and potential contributions of the person receiving support shall be at the heart of the process of identifying and meeting the person’s needs.  Emphasizing a person’s unique contributions increases the potential to connect that individual with others in their community, and reduces the likelihood that the person will primarily be seen in the dependent role of “client” or “service recipient” rather than as a friend, classmate, co-worker, citizen.

Public resources shall add to, not replace, the assistance which would typically be provided to the individual by family, friends, classmates, co-workers and others.  Informal support forms the cornerstone of community.  Replacing that support with paid services or segregated settings tends to separate people from their natural communities.  Providing more paid support than a person needs is an inappropriate use of scarce public resources.  Providing that support in unnatural settings apart from people without disabilities is both inappropriate and dehumanizing.

Adults, whether married or single, shall make the choices about where they live, and the people with whom they will live.  The preferences of each individual should guide all aspects of the selection of housing, including the neighborhood, and whether the individual will live alone, with their family, roommates, extended family, spouse or friends.  The role of government, agencies and organizations is to determine how they can support the individual in meeting her or his needs and preferences.

Adults must have maximum control over their personal assistance and other supports, with advocacy and support, independent of service agencies, in making these decisions.  The concept of personal assistance is based on the principle that all people have a way of communicating choices and that all people are unique in their preferences.  Thus, supports must be designed to be individualized and flexible, since people with similar needs may prefer different solutions.  When people have difficulty expressing choices, independent support to assist in understanding and decision-making should be available.

Individuals (or families of children with disabilities) must have the right to choose the type of support needed and how that support will be provided within the context of enabling people to be valued members of their communities.  The role of the service system is to take direction from people on how they wish to receive support to achieve that outcome, to assist people in making informed decisions, and to organize support in a way that reflects individual and family preferences.

Publicly funded agencies often play a critical role in defining the range, type and quality of interactions between people with disabilities and other members of their communities.  The principles described above suggest an agency role which strengthens the connections between the community at large and individuals in need of particular kinds of support.  Such a role enriches both the person and the community.
